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COMMUNITY FACILITY DIRECT AND GUARANTEED LOANS AND GRANTS 
Purpose:  Direct loans and grants may be made for essential community facilities, such as hospitals; clinics; nursing homes; ambulatory 
care centers and vehicles; police and fire stations, vehicles and equipment; jails; communication centers; adult and child foster care 
centers; courthouses; airports; schools; libraries; etc. Loans and grants are available to public entities such as municipalities, counties, 
and special-purpose districts, as well as to nonprofit corporations and tribal governments in areas of up to 20,000 in population. Priority 
is given to applicants in rural communities with populations of 5,000 or less. For grant funding, the facility must serve areas where the 
median household income of the population is either below the poverty line or below 90 percent of the State non-metropolitan median 
household income, whichever is higher. Applicants must have the legal authority to borrow and repay loans, to pledge security for loans, 
and construct, operate, and maintain the facilities. They must also be financially sound and able to organize and manage the facility 
effectively. Repayment of the loan must be based on tax assessments, revenues, fees, or other sources of money sufficient for operation 
and maintenance, reserves, and debt retirement. Guaranteed loans are made and serviced by lenders such as banks, savings and loans, 
mortgage companies which are part of bank holding companies, banks of the Farm Credit System, or insurance companies regulated by 
the National Association of Insurance Commissioners. Guaranteed loans may guarantee up to 90% of any loss of interest or principal on 
the loan.  
 
WATER AND WASTE DISPOSAL DIRECT AND GUARANTEED LOANS AND GRANTS 
Loan purpose:  Direct loans may be made to develop water and wastewater systems, including solid waste disposal and storm drainage, 
in rural areas and to cities and towns with a population of 10,000 or less.  Funds are available to public entities, such as municipalities, 
counties, special-purpose districts, and Indian tribes.  In addition, funds may be made available to corporations operated on a not-for-
profit basis.  Priority will be given to public entities, in areas with less than 5,500 people, to restore a deteriorating water supply, or to 
improve, enlarge, or modify a water facility or an inadequate waste facility.  Also, preference will be given to requests which involve 
arsenic problems and the merging of small facilities and those serving low-income communities and target areas.  Applicants must be 
unable to obtain funds from other sources at reasonable rates and terms.  The maximum term for all loans is 40 years; however, no 
repayment period will exceed State statutes or the useful life of the facility.  Interest rates may be obtained from Rural Development 
Area offices. Guaranteed loans may be made for the same purpose as direct loans.  They are made and serviced by lenders such as banks 
and savings and loan associations.  Normally, guarantees will not exceed 80 percent on any loss of interest and principal on the loan.  
Grant purpose:  Reduce water and waste disposal costs to a reasonable level for users of the system. Eligible applicants and purposes are 
the same as for loans. Predevelopment Planning Grants may be available, if needed, to assist in paying costs associated with developing 
a complete application for a proposed water or wastewater project. For more information please contact any Rural Development Area 
Office and request a “Processing Guide-Predevelopment Planning Grants” and a “Predevelopment Planning Grant Information Sheet.” 
 
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANTS AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND TRAINING GRANTS 
Solid Waste Management Grant Purpose:  Make grants to public and private nonprofit organizations to provide technical assistance 
and/or training to associations located in rural areas and to cities and towns with a population of 10,000 or less to reduce or eliminate 
pollution of water resources, and improve planning and management of solid waste facilities.  Assistance may be provided to enhance 
operator skills in operations and maintenance, identify threats to water resources, and reduce the solid waste stream. 
Technical Assistance and Training Grant Purpose:  Make grants to nonprofit organizations to provide technical assistance and/or 
training to associations located in rural areas and to cities and towns with a population of 10,000 or less. Assistance may be provided to 
identify and evaluate solutions to water and waste disposal problems, to improve the operation and maintenance of existing water and 
waste disposal facilities, and to assist associations in preparing applications for water and waste disposal facilities. 
 
RURAL WATER AND WASTE WATER TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 
Purpose:  Provide on-site technical assistance to help assure cost effective operation of rural water and sewer systems.  RD can assist 
rural water and sewer systems, with day-to-day operational, financial and management problems.  The assistance is provided at no 
charge by Michigan Rural Water Association or Rural Communities Assistance Program and may be requested by officials of rural 
water/sewer systems or by Rural Development personnel.  It compliments supervisory assistance provided by Rural Development. 
 
APPLICATIONS 
Information about the water and waste disposal programs and advice on how to assemble information to determine engineering 
feasibility, economic soundness, cost estimates, organization, financing and management matters, may be obtained from Rural 
Development Area offices listed on the attached map.  Please contact them for an information or application meeting before you 
proceed.  It is important to bring in the Rural Development Officials early in project development. 



 

 STATE OFFICE 
Gene DeRossett State Director (5188) 
Frank Tuma, Director (5208) 
Jamie Teachworth, Specialist (5206) 
Robert J. Boruszewski, Engineer (5223) 
Andrew H. Granskog, Env.Engineer (5209) 
James Ryan, Architect (5195) 
3001 Coolidge Road, Suite 200 
East Lansing, MI  48823 
COM: 517-324-5156 
FAX:  517-324-5225 
TDD:  800-649-3777  
frank.tuma@mi.usda.gov 
Internet: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov 
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/wwregs.htm    

Effective 7/06

GRAND RAPIDS AREA OFFICE 
Richie Youngblood, Area Director 
Todd MacLean, RUS Specialist 
Paul Bristol, CF Specialist 
3260 Eagle Park Dr., Suite 107 
Grand Rapids, MI  49525 
COM:  616-942-4111 ext. 6 
FAX:  616-949-6042 
todd.maclean@mi.usda.gov 
paul.bristol@mi.usda.gov 

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS 
Water and Wastewater Disposal Loans 
Water and Wastewater Disposal Grants 
Community Facilities Loans & Grants 
Predevelopment Planning Grants 
Technical Assistance and Training Grants 
Solid Waste Management Grants 
Native American Section 306C Grants 
Emergency Community Water Assistance Grants 
Distance Learning/Telemedicine Loan/Grant * 
Broadband Loans and Grants* 
*Donald Couzens, GFR     COM: 517-676-9031 

          Donald.couzens@usda.gov 

CARO AREA OFFICE 
Douglas MacDowell, Area Director 
Christine Maxwell, CP Specialist 
Adrin Wagner, CP Specialist 
1075 Cleaver Road 
P.O. Box 291 
Caro, MI  48723 
COM:  989-673-7588 ext. 6 
FAX:   989-673-1848 
chris.maxwell@mi.usda.gov 
adrin.wagner@mi.usda.gov 
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GLADSTONE AREA OFFICE 
Dennis J. Maufort, Area Director      
Duane Reid, RUS Specialist 
Jim Yoder, CF Specialist 
2003 Minneapolis 
Gladstone, MI  49837 
COM:  906-428-1060 ext. 6 
FAX:   906-428-1086 
duane.reid@mi.usda.gov 
jim.yoder@mi.usda.gov 
 

TRAVERSE CITY AREA OFFICE 
Shelly Fuller, Area Director                 
Blake Smith, CP Specialist 
1501 Cass St., Suite A 
Traverse City, MI  49684 
COM:  231-941-0951 ext. 6 
FAX:   231-929-7890 
blake.smith@mi.usda.gov 
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